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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



IN RE APPLICATION OF 



MICHIYASU KOMATSU, ET AL. 



: EXAMINER: KARL GROUP 



SERIAL NO: 10/042,254 



FILED: JANUARY 11, 2002 



: GROUP ART UNIT: 1755 



FOR: SILICON NITRIDE WEAR 
RESISTANT MEMBER AND METHOD 
OF MANUFACTURING THE MEMBER 



ELECTION AND RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 



In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed November 26, 2003, the 
Applicants hereby elect with traverse Group I, claims 1-13, drawn to a wear resistant 
member. 

The traverse is on the grounds that the Office has not met its burden of establishing 
that the claims of Group II are patentably distinct from those of Group II. The Restriction 
Requirement indicates that the wear resistant member of Group I comprising a silicon nitride 
sintered body may be made by an alternative method of sintering elemental silicon. 
However, the Restriction Requirement does not indicate how such a method involving 
sintering elemental silicon would form a member comprising sintered silicon nitride. 
Moreover, the Applicants submit that no undue burden would be imposed on the Office in the 
examination of the claims of Groups I and II together due to the similarity of the subject 
matter encompassed by each group. 



SIR: 



In the event that the requirement is maintained, the Applicants respectfully request 
that upon an indication of allowability for the claims of elected Group I, that the claims of 
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Reply to Office Action of November 26, 2003 

non-elected Group II which depend from or include all the limitations of those of Group I, be 
rejoined to the elected group, see MPEP 821.04. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C 
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